[The captopril test as a part of the examination in arterial hypertension. Value and immediate complications].
The results and immediate complications of oral administration of 6.25 mg captopril in 47 patients with arterial hypertension are described. The blood pressure was measured every 15 minutes for 90 minutes and the plasma renin concentration was measured before the test and at the conclusion of the test. Eleven of the patients had stenosis of the renal arteries. This investigation rendered it possible to differentiate this group from other patients with hypertension from other causes. Patients with renovascular hypertension had thus significant decrease in diastolic blood pressure and significant increase in plasma renin concentration in contrast to the remaining patients. Seven patients developed cerebral symptoms in connection with the decrease in blood pressure. Angiographic examination in two of these patients revealed stenosis of the vessels in the neck. Angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors should be avoided in patients with recognized poor cerebral circulation or murmurs over the vessels in the neck.